
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Proposal for the update of the BSAP Received: 2019-12-31 

 
 

1 
 

Title 
Establishment of a regionally agreed method for assessing in what ways loss and disturbance is causing 
negative effects on the marine environment. 

Submitted by: 
CCB (observer) 

Description of measure 
Sediment extraction and disturbance is frequent in the Baltic Sea. It ranges from direct and indirect 
activities such as and and gravel extraction, dredging to disturbance from trawl fisheries. A collapsed cod 
stock is now a reality. The few left are starving, are small and all measures having impact on cod and 
other fish stocks is more critical than ever to consider. Bottom integrity and benthic habitats are key to 
the cod and disturbances imparing benthic health must be considered as serious and a key part of the 
food web dynamics.  Without a common framework and agreed assessment method, sea floor 
disturbances will continue to be handled via a piecemeal approach without considering wider and 
cumulative implications.  

Activity:  
Extraction of minerals (rock, metal ores, gravel, sand, shell) 
Restructuring of seabed morphology (dredging, beach replenishment, sea-based deposit of dredged 
material) 
Coastal defence and flood protection (seawalls, flood protection) 
Solid waste (land-based disposal of dredged material and, e.g. land-fill)  

Pressure: 
Physical disturbance to seabed (temporary or reversible and recovers within 12 y) 
Physical loss (due to permanent change of seabed substrate or morphology and to extraction of seabed 
substrate) 
Input of anthropogenic sound (impulsive, continuous) 
Disturbance of species: Other (e.g. barriers, collission) 

State: 
Seabed habitats 
Red listed species and habitats 
Noise 

Extent of impact: 
A better assessment of the long and short term effects of bottom disturbing activities will provide 
managers with more options locally, regionally and on Baltic wide scale as well.  
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Effectiveness of measure 
A full understading of the permanent loss, disturbance, sealing and relocated materials is key to reach 
GES. A common approach and agreed methodology to assess impacts and building such a coherent 
assessment should provide a better understanding of the long and short term effects of bottom 
disturbing activities will provide managers with more options to consider both in relation to giving 
permits but also to safeguard and support recovery of e.g. fish stocks at sea and on the coast. 
 
Since the linkages and cumulative impacts are not currently being assessed on a coherent way, a new 
methodology will likely be more effective and especially if handled by the same authority instead of 
divided up based on type of activity. All impacts on the sea floor, in open sea and all the way to the coast 
should be seen as a collective impact and assessed jointly.  
 
In light of the cod stock collapse and the very clear signal from fisheries ministers, specifically pointing to 
an updated BSAP, as well as the Commission in October 2019, all measures to address the wider 
environmental problems related to cod must be taken. More resilient benthic habitats and its part in the 
food web dymanics in the Baltic should be of primary concern.  

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
A joint approach to assessing sea floor integrity would likely save resources. 

Feasibility: 
 

Follow-up of measure: 
 

Background material: 
ICES advice on a seafloor assessment process  for physical loss and physical disturbance on benthic 
habitats, 2019 
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Advice/2019/Special_Requests/eu.2019.25.pdf 
 
Evaluating impacts of bottom trawling and hypoxia on benthic communities, ICES Journal of Marine 
Science, fsz219, https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsz219 

References 
 
Outcome of Ocotber Fisheries Council and statement made by Minsters and Commission.  
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13250-2019-INIT/en/pdf 
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